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The Proposals
The proposal is for 113 homes across four sites in North Wales. A range of 10 house
types have been developed to be adapted and applied across the sites.

Main Points
This report is not a record of the full discussion that took place during the review, rather
a summary of the key points that have been identified that would help to improve the
project and any concerns regarding the funding of the project.
Urgent Design Concerns
It is positive that some of the design considerations raised when this proposal was
reviewed as part of IHP 19 last year have been taken on board and integrated into the
proposal. This has included increasing floor to ceiling heights to help manage
overheating as well as creating an enhanced living environment. Enhanced landscape
proposals have also been integrated but it would be beneficial if these aspects were
considered as part of a green infrastructure strategy for the sites at an early stage.
Placemaking
We encourage the team to keep working to improve the dominance of roads and parking
in some areas. Most of these sites have roads that serve a small number of properties
so further opportunities for moving more towards a place-led street should be explored.
This seems to be particularly prominent in the Penygroes and Rachub schemes.
The context analysis that informs the customisation of the dwellings should seek to
understand the essence of the place which may not necessarily be found in the
immediately adjacent properties and will also include the landscape and boundary
treatments that are prevalent in the local area.
Options for ramped rather than just staired routes to connect the sites to the
surrounding areas should be fully explored.
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Integration of Innovation
Overall, the proposals present an increasingly convincing package of volumetric MMC
using Welsh timber, an integrated energy strategy, electric car charging and the
opportunity for training through construction. Setting an overall target for operational or
whole life costs could help to further guide decision making.
Working with MMC and DRQ, the proposals show that there is scope for flexibility in the
house types that can help respond to different site contexts. A good corner turning
dwelling is important for these sites with a sufficiently large window from a habitable
room to promote natural surveillance.
Next Steps
• Further development of highway proposals.
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