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The Proposals
The proposals form Powys County Council is for 17 dwellings on 0.35ha of land off Kilvert
View, Clyro, Powys. The stated aim is to ‘contribute positively to the WG housing demand
with an innovative social housing project of high quality, low energy homes with low
running costs, that are easily adaptable for future changes in circumstances to users;
homeworking or family expansion, and to take forward the learnings to other projects by
PCC and other partners’. A £2.5m budget is allocated and the proposals are connected to
the Home Grown Homes concept.
NB: Planning consent was granted for this scheme in December 2019 and a design and
build contract has already been tendered, with an imminent start on site. The Design
Commission was surprised to see a request for an IHP4 review and to hear during the
meeting that there was a possibility of a re-submission for planning consent for an
extension to the scheme.

Main Points
This report is not a verbatim record of the full discussion that took place during the review,
rather a summary of the key points that have been identified that would help to improve
the project and any concerns regarding the funding of the project.
Design Concerns
The schemes is already consented and on site or close to starting on site. It is heavily
highways dominated to the detriment of good placemaking and layout. We caution the use
of language relating to so called ‘passivhaus’ principles on all schemes and advocate a
clear commitment and intent toward design and performance.
Integration of Innovation
The scheme employs MMC.
Placemaking
See our design concerns noted above.
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Next Steps
All parties recognised that coming to DCFW for an IHP4 review was not the best route.
The Commission recognised that the whole team wished to learn more and establish a
longer term relationship with the Design Commission to add value to Powys CC approach
to its housing need and the development of its housing stock. The findings of the public
engagement used to inform this scheme identified what were described as ‘hidden needs’
and a higher live/work need that responds to the rural nature of the area and the nature
of employment/self-employment, but which also address housing need and demand.
Care is needed in understanding the profile of needs and the Design Commission is able
to engage in a longer term engagement to find out more about Powys’ housing programme
and work more strategically with the local authority. In the first instance the local authority
will need to follow up with DCFW by contacting the chief executive and sharing further
information with a view to opening up the wider conversation.
Comisiwn Dylunio Cymru Design Commission for Wales is the trading name of DCFW
LIMITED, a Private Limited Company established under the Companies Act 1985 and 2006,
Company No: 04391072 incorporated in England and Wales as a wholly owned subsidiary
of the Welsh Government. Registered office: 4 th Floor, Cambrian Buildings, Mount Stuart
Square, Cardiff CF10 5FL T: 029 2045 1964 E connect@dcfw.org. The comment recorded
in this report, arising from formal Design Review through our Design Review Service, is
provided in the public interest for the consideration of local planning authorities as a
material consideration, and other users of the Design Review Service. It is not and should
not be considered ‘advice’ and no third party is bound or required to act upon it. The
Design Review Service is delivered in line with DCFW’s published protocols, code of conduct
and complaints procedure, which should be read and considered by users of the service.
A Welsh language copy of this report is available upon request.
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