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The Proposals

40 MMC residential dwellings on a brownfield site in Newport with some open space and
landscaping including a raingarden and SUDS. This scheme is being developed by Pobl
Homes and Communities Limited.

Main Points

This report is not a verbatim record of the full discussion that took place during the
review, rather a summary of the key points that have been identified that would help to
improve the project and any concerns regarding the funding of the project.

Design Concerns

The proposal is highway-dominated and lacks responsiveness to the landscape. The site
layout needs to be reviewed bearing all principles of placemaking in mind to ensure it is
an attractive development. Especially the area with the parking court to the South West
as it is not overlooked, and some of the adjacent houses have high boundary fencing,
limiting their views.

Given the planning status of this project, the inclusion of pocket parks may be a way to
improve the quality of green infrastructure on site and incorporate areas of informal play
and seating. The inclusion of external seating areas in green space, rather than on the
side of the road, could create pleasant spaces for people to sit, and use. The Eastern
parking court could also be linked to the green area to the east and right choice of soft
landscaping can ensure it is not car-dominated.

Open space should be allocated to specific uses, and the ownership and management of
those spaces should be decided before the residents move in.

Footpaths should be designed to generously link spaces, and to follow routes that people
are likely to use such as between the site and the bus stop, and to the nearby shopping
facilities.

Boundaries, specifically boundaries near the bungalows facing the northern boundary of
the site, require further design exploration.

Front gardens and footpaths, separating the dwellings from the car parking spaces, are

commendable as they create a more pleasant environment, and allow placemaking
opportunities if people want to personalise their front garden.
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Internal layouts
The building layouts in the other scheme presented by Pobl - the former Pirelli Cables

site- are much stronger. These layouts are inferior in terms of flexibility, space and
design quality to those presented in the earlier scheme and there is opportunity to
rationalise those. Flexibility such as the (temporary) inclusion of a home office should be
considered.

Elevations
The building elevations are currently unresolved and require further development - there

is an opportunity here to do something very contemporary that creates its own identity.
The facade design could be much more aesthetically aspirational than what is currently
being proposed. We also recommend reconsidering any use of UPVC and plastic.

Passivhaus

Although the project aspires to be ‘basic’ Passivhaus, it will be highly beneficial for this
scheme to incorporate all principles even if no formal certification will be sought.
Embodied carbon should also be considered in the proposals and be compared to other
schemes.

Next Steps

Placemaking, design quality and a whole place approach will be key to the success of
this scheme. Further development of the site layout and floor plans is necessary in order
for this to become a successful scheme.

Revisiting the internal layouts, as well as the layouts proposed on the Pirelli site, would
be highly beneficial to this scheme.

Consideration of the place that is being created, developing a sense of place, and the
understanding of how it feels to live here is of key importance while developing this
design further.

Comisiwn Dylunio Cymru Design Commission for Wales is the trading name of
DCFW LIMITED, a Private Limited Company established under the Companies
Act 1985 and 2006, Company No: 04391072 incorporated in England and Wales
as a wholly owned subsidiary of the Welsh Government. Registered office: 4t
Floor, Cambrian Buildings, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff CF10 5FL T: 029 2045
1964 E connect@dcfw.org. The comment recorded in this report, arising from
formal Design Review through our Design Review Service, is provided in the
public interest for the consideration of local planning authorities as a material
consideration, and other users of the Design Review Service. It is not and
should not be considered 'advice’ and no third party is bound or required to act
upon it. The Design Review Service is delivered in line with DCFW's published
protocols, code of conduct and complaints procedure, which should be read and
considered by users of the service.

A Welsh language copy of this report is available upon request.
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